d8               LET THERE BE SCULPTURE

This habit of the wire finally decided me to call it a day,
and the bust was declared finished*

Rothermere pretended to no knowledge of Modern Art,
but collected Old Masters. I will say that when ho showed
me these, apart from fine collections of Guavdi and Canaletto,
I was not very much impressed, A critic called Ktmody had
collected them for him. This Konody was a razor-nosed
little person, who showed me that he was eager that I should
not criticise the pictures. On the occasion when the collection
was shown to me, one* evening at dinner at Lord Rolhermere's
at Sunningdalo, Konody waylaid.me previously and mude a
personal appeal to me not to decry the pictures to Lord
Rothermere. To my amusement Konody added that Lord
Rothermere could be very useful to both of us. The use of
" us " made me laugh.

The occasion of this dinner was the placing of llolhcrmcrti's
bust in the Sunningdale house, which took place five years
after I had finished the work* Rothermere had apparently
forgotten the bust for that period. This bust, with Us some-
what formidable character, seemed to have to bo handled
carefully, for when I had proposed exhibiting it on some
previous occasion, I was advised not to do so, as a goneral
election was coming on and it might possibly exert some
baneful influence on events.

Lord Rothcrmere's secretaries seemed particularly upset
by the work. This I take as a tribute to the sincerity and
truth of the rendering of the character.. What these " ye's
men " expected me to do, I do not quite know, but their
hostility was expressed quite frankly, I think of the bust as
one of my best portraits*

LORD BiAVERBROOK

Isodore Ostrer wished to make a birthday present to his
friend, Lord Beaverbrook, and the Canadian peer entered
my studio one morning very like the stage hero in a musica
comedy, dramatic and breezy. At the time I had the floo]
covered with newspapers, as a moulder was in working